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A Brief History of Edward Maurer
Edward Maurer was born 
on November 21, 1865 in 
Cully, Vaud, Switzerland. 
He left Switzerland and 
traveled by ship to 
Mexico. Census records 
indicate he arrived in the 
US in 1883 at the age of 
18. 

Edward Maurer’s career 
in the export/import 
business started in 1886 
when he was employed 
by the Theo. Hermann 
export house. By 1895 
he had started his own 
export/import business. 

He expanded 
connections around the 
world for the export of 
goods and import of 
every grade of rubber 
and all principal raw 
products from countries 
including Mexico, 
Central America, South 
America, the East and 
West Indies, and Europe.

In 1897 Edward Maurer 
purchased land from the 
Central New Jersey 
Improvement Company 
and built what is now 
known as The Maurer 
House located at 500 
Mountain View Terrace 
in Dunellen.
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2012

Haunted Trail 
Established

Proceeds from this 2-day event 
fund the restoration of the 
Maurer House and property. To 
date, over $138,000 has been 
raised.

2011

Dunellen Buys 
Maurer House

Mayor Bob Seader secures $2 million 
dollars from the County Freeholders 
to prevent the over-development of 
the property  and establishes the 
Maurer House Restoration 
Committee.

1946

Maurer House Sold

The Maurer Family sells the property.

1897

Maurer House Built

Edward Maurer purchases  the 
property at 500 Mountainview 
Terrace from Central New Jersey 
Improvement Company.

1897
Maurer House Built
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Work Funded by the Haunted Trail 

Second FloorFirst Floor

● Reinforcement of the double door entryway with additional 
structural elements as requested by the structural engineer

● Gutting of the vestibule, foyer, stairwell, dining room, closet
● Installed additional electrical outlets
● Repaired interior/exterior  termite damage in the dining 

room wall, floor and beam
● Replaced broken windows throughout, including the 

Conservatory

● Gutting of all 4 bedrooms, stairs, hallways, bathroom, and 
ceilings

● Joist hangers added throughout the rooms
● Replaced broken windows



Work Funded by the Haunted Trail 

BasementPorch

● Repaired railings
● Installed additional electrical outlets
● Repaired wood and concrete pillars
● Masonry repairs on the lion monuments, porch, and 

driveway entryway
● Replaced headers of the front porch steps
● Replaced broken gutters, leader pipe and siding
● Repaired roof over the Conservatory

● Installed HVAC system and ductwork servicing the 1st floor
● Replaced the electrical service from the street
● Sistered and added support beams as requested by the 

structural engineer
● Replaced broken windows



Work Funded by the Haunted Trail 

PropertyGarage

● Replaced 2 garage doors
● Replaced the roof
● Repaired the flooring on the 2nd floor
● Repaired leaks in 2 dormers

● Removed infected and dying trees
● Installed a fence to separate the neighboring property



Phase 3

Fundraising efforts will focus 
on property maintenance, 
upgrades, and general 
operations.

Phase 1

Fundraising efforts are 
focused on sealing the house 
so that it does not degrade 
further.

Phase 2

Fundraising efforts focus on 
the cost of a full engineering 
project scope for the house 
which will establish a full 
accounting of the work 
needed to open to the public.

Maurer House Committee Fundraising Phases
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2030

Maurer House Opens to the Public

The Maurer House holds its first publicly reserved event, hosted by 
the Maurer House Restoration Committee to celebrate the completion 
of the project.

2025

Full Engineering Project 
Scope initiated

This will allow the Borough and 
public to understand the full cost 
of opening the Maurer House 
and provide a pathway to 
completing the project.

2023

Maurer House 
Restoration 5k 
Established

This annual Spring Event will 
raise funds for the restoration 
and operating costs of the 
Maurer House.

2023
Maurer House 
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First Floor

This space will be open for the public to 
reserve with a donation to the Maurer 
House Restoration Committee. Donation 
will offset the cost of holding events.

Reservable Space

● Birthday Parties
● Game Day Events
● Team Dinners
● Committee Meetings

Second Floor

The second floor will be home to the 
Dunellen Historical Preservation Society.

Historical Society

● Office Space
● Oral History Project
● Photo History Project

Third Floor

This flexible space will be used for storage and 
secondary event space.

Flex Storage Space

● Event Storage
● Holiday Storage



Passive Use 
Open Space
Already approved by Council

Property

● Native Species
● Pollinator Meadow
● Walking Path
● Gazebo
● Parking
● Event Space
● Community 

Engagement Projects

     Key        Features


